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During winter 2000, some tomato crops (Lycopersi-
con esculentum Mill.) grown in the Balearic Islands ex-
hibited severe stunting, cupping, reduction in size, and
chlorosis of the leaflets. Since these symptoms resem-
bled closely those caused by Tomato yellow leaf curl
virus (TYLCV) (family Geminiviridae, genus Bego-
movirus), ten symptomatic tomato plants were tested
for the presence of TYLCV by a duplex PCR method
which can to detect either TYLCV-Is or TYLCV-Sar
(Martínez-Culebras et al., 2001). Tomato plants experi-
mentally infected with TYLCV-Is and TYLCV-Sar
served as positive controls, and healthy tomato plant as
negative controls. DNA was isolated from plants using
E.Z.N.A kit (Omega Biotek, U.S.A). Electrophoretic
analysis of PCR products from some samples showed a
single fragment of approximately 465 bp, suggesting in-
fection by TYLCV-Is and two fragments of approxi-
mately 465 and 135 bp from other samples, indicating
infection by TYLCV-Sar. These results are taken as evi-
dence that both TYLCV species occur in the Balearic
Islands. TYLCV has been previously recorded from
Mediterranean islands (Sicily, Sardinia) and countries,
i.e. France, Italy, Turkey, Lebanon, Israel, Egypt,
Tunisia, Morocco, Greece, Cyprus and Spanish main-
land, but not from the Balearic Islands. 
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During a survey for the evaluation of the sanitary sta-
tus of apricot in Lebanon, 130 samples from the native
varieties Baiadi, Sindiani, Dehabi, and Aajami were col-
lected from 13 commercial orchards at Kaa, Al Nabi
Othman, and Al Laboueh (North Békaa), to be tested
for the presence of Hop stunt viroid (HSVd). Total nu-
cleic acids were extracted from about 500 mg of leaf tis-
sue, denatured with 50 mM NaOH containing 2.5 mM

EDTA, spotted onto Hybond N+ nylon membrane and
hybridized at 55°C with a T7 RNA polymerase-generat-
ed full-length digoxygenin-labelled cRNA probe (As-
truc et al., 1996). HSVd was detected in all cultivars,
the average infection being 28% (36 positive samples).
HSVd appears to be entrenched in the Middle East as it
occurs also in Syria (Ismaeil et al., 2001) and Jordan (Al
Rwahnih et al., 2001). 
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